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Civilizational Foundations, Theoretical Logic and Practical Paths
of Global Security Initiative

PENG Bo and XUE Li

[Abstract] Global Security Initiative is deeply rooted in the prominent features of
Chinese civilization identified by President Xi, namely its continuity, innovative
nature, unity, inclusiveness and peaceful nature, thus exhibiting the theoretical logic
characterized by cooperative security, open security, common security, and multilateral
security. The United States, motivated to maintain its global hegemony, has imposed
on the Asia-Pacific region a traditional security paradigm featuring competitive
security, closed security, divisible security, and unilateral security. This has given
rise to an increasingly intensified strategic game among major countries in the region,
an accelerated formation of security camps, a spiral of security dilemmas, and a
heating up of non-traditional security competition, which has seriously undermined
regional peace and stability. Global Security Initiative provides a new security
paradigm, which is to cope with competitive security through cooperative security,
overcome closed security with open security, replace divisible security with common
security, and surpass unilateral security with multilateral security. In response to the
U.S. implementation of the Indo-Pacific strategy to contain China, Global Security
Initiative blazes practical paths for achieving universal security and lasting peace in
the Asia-Pacific region. As a result, it will play an increasingly important role in
promoting positive interactions among major countries in the region, improving
ASEAN-centered regional security mechanisms, shaping mutual trust among regional
countries, and strengthening regional non-traditional security cooperation.
[Keywords] Global Security Initiative, features of Chinese civilization, Asia-Pacific
security governance, new security paradigm
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How Can Security Institutions Divide a Rival Alliance?
WEI Bing

[Abstract] Dividing a rival alliance is an important way to change the balance of
power between states. Around the concept of “wedge strategy,” the existing studies
have systematically discussed the ways and mechanisms of dividing a rival alliance,
and specifically proposed two main types of “wedge strategy”: “reward-based
wedge strategy” (splitting the adversaries with carrots) and “coercive wedge strategy
(splitting the adversaries through heavy pressure), both of which emphasize the use
of material forces to divide a rival alliance and hence can be collectively referred to
as “material wedge strategy.” Apart from this, given that competitive security concepts
constitute the kernel of alliances and some states may prefer cooperative security
policies in certain periods of time to avoid conflicts and reduce costs, the dividing
state can use differentiated cooperation concepts as the breakthrough point to realize
the conceptual differentiation of the rival alliance, which can be summarized as
“concept-based wedge strategy.” The “concept-based wedge strategy” aims to weaken
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