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[ Abstract] The concept of norm is a crucial element in international politics. Emerging
countries can promote international normative change through autonomy, instrument,
and objective contestations, facilitated by the progression of the contestation context.
Autonomy contestation aims to justify countries’ “unorthodox” behaviors, instrument
contestation re-evaluates the solution method of a specific problem, while objective
contestation reshapes the widely-accepted “logic of appropriateness”. This process is
underpinned by a learning mechanism, which entails the evolution of established
knowledge by the international epistemic community through the observation and re-
interpretation of new empirical evidence. Shedding light on capital account manage-
ment, the empirical analysis shows that Malaysia and China have successfully practiced
“unorthodox” policies in contrast to the then “orthodox” capital management norm,
which provided learning materials for international economics experts and then contribu-
ted to the normative change in managing capital mobility. The findings indicate that
contestation does not naturally lead to international normative change. Instead, only the
progression of the contestation context can have substantial impacts. Next, the limita-
tion of national powers does not impede the promotion of new ideas. Even though
emerging markets are hard to utilize the traditional methods of coercion, persuasion, or
imitation, they can take advantage of a “bottom-up” strategy to promote their ideas
globally. Nevertheless, without the accumulation of empirical evidence underpinned by
successful practices, even obtaining the “window of opportunity” triggered by exoge-
nous crises cannot help emerging markets promote international normative change.
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[ Abstract] When developed countries fail to achieve their rule reform goals in multilat-
eral negotiations, they may resort to a forum-shifting strategy, which involves shifting
their rule promotion activities to bilateral or minilateral platforms where they have pow-
er advantages. The forum-shifting strategy allows developed countries to better motivate
and persuade a smaller number of target countries to accept new rules, and then to
promote the gradual increase of supporters and promoters of new rules, ultimately
achieving the strategic goal of changing traditional multilateral rules. However, the
long-term effects of a forum-shifting strategy are uncertain. Mere material motivation
and discursive persuasion cannot achieve stable socialization effects. What matters is
the governance performance of new rules after their initial implementation. New rules
with a positive performance may continue to spread, weakening developing countries’
commitment to traditional rules, and resisting rule-balancing activities. In contrast, new
rules with negative performance will stimulate the reflexivity of developing countries and
are more likely to be hit by rule-balancing activities. A comparative analysis of the
different development trajectories of so-called “high standard” intellectual property
rights(IPR) rules and carbon pricing rules, both promoted by developed countries,
supports this argument. In the case of “high standard” IPR rules, although the United
States and the European Union(EU) successfully promoted the initial diffusion of new
rules through free trade negotiations, as the negative performance of such rules became
increasingly apparent, developing countries took measures such as resistance and balan-
cing to maintain the norm of “differential treatment of Southern countries” in the IPR
rule system. In the latter case of carbon pricing rules, although the EU’s attempts to
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