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measures to pacify the US and contain its borders, that is, to ease tensions in Sino-
US relations and fight back the provocation of its neighboring countries on the basis
of safeguarding its national sovereignty and the core interests. In spite of the slim
chance of an impending new Cold War and a smooth transition through the so-called
security dilemma between the two countries, this round of Sino-US security wrestling
has exerted a great impact on the international security structure in that it resulted in
China’s westward strategy, US’ engagements on both the west and east fronts, and the
focus of international security pattern shifting back to the west.

[Key Words] Sino-US security wrestling; international security structure; security
dilemma
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New Normalcy of China-European Competition
and the Transformation of International Security Order
Xing LI and Jiuan ZHANG

[Abstract] China and Europe are becoming a focal spot for global political, economic
and security competition. With the rise of China and other emerging powers, the
international order is undergoing transformative changes in terms of the balance
of power. Accordingly, security competition between China and Europe is moving
towards a situation of “new normalcy”. Hence, it is of great importance to Chinese
foreign policy 1) to correctly grasp the new normalcy in China-Europe major power
relations; and 2) to deal with the impact of China-Europe security competition on
the development course of international security order. By reviewing the historical
China-Europe security competition and its current predicaments, this article intends
to provide a framework for understanding China-Europe “soft competition” (soft
gameplay) and “hardcore conflicts” (hard gameplay) in the areas of norms, values
and systems of international security order in an era of transformation of the world
hegemonic structure. Through the lens of the combination of the two theories —
interdependent hegemony and state socialization — the paper analyzes the new state
of normalcy between the two sides, and proposes an approach to leading the new
normalcy in China-Europe security competition towards a process of constructing
a new major power relationship and reshaping international security norms and
rebuilding international security structure and institution.
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Maritime Channel in Southeast Asia and China’s Strategic
Pivots
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[Abstract] With its transition from land power to sea power and the rapid expansion
-159 -



Journal of International Security Studies

of its national interests, the security of maritime channel has become an important
agenda for China. China has shifted its focus from the dilemma of Malacca Strait
to the construction of the sea-lane network in its bid to protect its maritime rights
and interests. To build its sea power as a strong nation, China should follow its
“21st Century Sea Silk Road” strategy and establish its strategic pivots at harbors
at Sumatra Island or Kalimantan Island in Indonesia so as to improve its ability to
ensure its navigation safety.

[Key Words] maritime channel; Maritime Silk Road; strategic pivot; Indonesia
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119 An Analysis of Australia’s Maritime Security Strategy
Xinhua LIU

[Abstract] As an important medium power in the Asia-Pacific region, Australia takes
its maritime security strategy as the foundation of its national security strategy. With
the enhancement of its national power and US’ implementation of its rebalancing
strategy in the region, Australia has readjusted its maritime security strategy and
aimed to become a maritime power and regional leader. To pursue these aggressive
strategic objectives, Australia has endeavored to build a strong navy and developed
extensive maritime security cooperation with other countries, especially with the US.
In spite of the challenges in implementing its maritime security strategy, Australia’s
aggressive strategy as well as its strengthened military cooperation with the US has
had a great impact on the maritime security in the Western Pacific region. Sufficient
attention should be duly paid to Australia’s maritime security strategy on the part of
China in its attempt to build its maritime power.

[Key Words] Australia; maritime security strategy; aggressiveness; the Western
Pacific region; maritime security situation
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139 Non-traditional Threats and Regional Cooperation Mechanism in
South China Sea
Hongliang GE

[Abstract] As a result of the distorted relationship between people, society and
nature in the region, the non-traditional threats in South China Sea, intertwined
with traditional threats, have had a significant impact on regional security and sea-
lane safety. Firstly, this paper explores the sources of non-traditional threats from
the perspectives of history, society, economy, and culture, and predicts the future
development of non-traditional security in the region. Secondly, it reviews the
regional cooperation mechanisms against the non-traditional threats. Finally, it
concludes that China should work with ASEAN countries and take comprehensive
and effective countermeasures against the distorted relationship, and discover
temporary and permanent solutions to the non-traditional issues in South China Sea.
[Key Words] South China Sea; non-traditional threats; tactic interactions; cooperation
mechanism; ASEAN
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